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*| faal like I'm moadaling for a Soars catalog,” lanments The Watchmen's bass player,

Ken Tizzard, a8 hae stands in the lobby of Toronto's multi-million dollar
Ford Cantra Far The Performing Ars, And he could be,
if it weare a hip, funky, spiky-hair-and-tattoos kind of Saars,

Instead, ha's baing dressed by a styllst for a Chart photo shoot
irn the upscala building, amidst mahogany-and-gilvar trirm,
broad skylights and marble stalrcasas, This s where Forest Hill matrons
and thair stockbroker husbands come to watch La Bohdmae.

What tha hall are The Watchmean dolng hara?

Sure, they have @ “rock s1ar look,” as someon2 will point ot the nest
night 21 the MuchMusic Video Awards. Sure. all Bour of e albums
hawe gone gold {50,000 coples sokd} or platinum [ 100,000}, But these
g hiee Oown-fo-garth gerys from Winnipag [amd ose from
e oundiand) who've worked Thes acses off for ha pas! an yvears i
garn their placa in the upper achalon ol Caradian music

Thess reality is far from gtz &nd glamsour. Their road hobbles include
reading, jooging and going o movnes; thay gl get the shilky rsoms
in holels: they have no wse lor grouples, prefeming to actually discuss
he sudid wills lans almef shows. AS thay palienly endure tha mais-
up application profess, Ken and guitarist Joay Sarka kangly discuss
the rawest B3ditons Lo their ragpectve househokdss A shin-12u'poo
die blend char Kan and 3 labvehephard mix for Jogy. Macho posiur
ifg, Uhis ain't

The shool plrmabaly Bacomes & paedy on the whole “ock star oea
Iii onié shol. Joey leans Torwand and grabs an axira — dressad 35 &
pAnFAr — By e collar, “thregleming™ t0 beal b sha oul of Fem
hfner the [lash goes oM, My dusts o the guy's lapals and siraightens
his eollar, making Sure F4' dong na parmanant damaga. Wihile e pho-
lpgrapher ré-loads his camaera, o2y and dummes sammy Bohn pay
slap-jack, gigglng like schoolkids when Joey relracis fes hands in faa
Sammy inpishly plagas a dime an o9 of an unsuspachng engar Danny
Giegves’ Shirmy Bald pale d wans for him [ nolce
What knd ol rotk S1ars an rEse guys?

THE EROTHERS WATCHMEM

Wikile the pholegrapher 3eis up the st shol, e fowr refas oear peza
— fiuch o (heir 2fle — and discuss whal bo play on Mikp
Hullards nationaPy-brozdcast TV 1alk show, Cean Mg The Tollowng
fighl. Samry wams 1o glay “Brgiier Hell,” a melow, poignant song
thal woukd Suiprise paople who ara oaly familiae with tha band's rock
g Singles Duarery disagress, saong that tha song only works in the

“Something's anly dynamic when il's relalive 1o
i

conteat of a lull set
something else.” P explaine. I only down if ifs coming Irom
somelfeng hal’s up X

As the picza desagpans, 50 does Darey, who wandars the acoustcal-
Iy-ptrfect loblry, singing Ba himsedf @nd liskening 10 the pariec réverh
that comes from spending millions on kobby walls alonge. The thres are
laft 8o discuss thaeir mlationship

“I's almgst, like, coser than a beoterhood,” says Sammy, picking al

a last bk of cheese, *1 can’l even describe " & sibling wibe permeanes
the Band, a sense of mach kmdwing whal B others are (hinkeg bedara
they think it

*| think i we didn't have the damily [lesling]
gead in the water,” adds Joey. “In all konesty, heres no way we
cowld get through the shil we e gane thesugh i we didn't have 1ha

relaligrs haps

way | look o it
thats a 1otaly positive Bing. &nd we have
just fighting to make it better, b grow. Personal diffenences ane jusi
thimgs wou have 10 work through sometimes, That's part of Indng in
each other’s pockets for months a1 a fime.”

Lamrry explaing, “The musich] diflerpntes —

VRO

Evervone in The Wakthmen has an equal &y & Evarylfang Lhal
kapgens, an and off the stage. “I's 3 democracy,” Sammy axplaing
Bocawse we'ne a8 equal, and thede's no l=ader ol 1his band, we
argue about gveryibing, Bul we a |
know it sounds king of cliché, Bul it bnss
sense ol 1he word

Thase words ag pef inlo achon 1a%r
dacde which ol (hres 1-shirls 10 ute (o8 thair ogsoming tour, Dy
Eriess on all three, a6d e olhérs comgang the wsght, thuch, nackles
and wrist of each choice, evesually decidng on Fruil O The Loom, a2
lang=sleeved wanty, Then ihiy poie over (he Siage design for the 1our
dehating which mages should be pamted on (he upsiage panels. -
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Wile"re not i
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,ﬂlf,l]u:.un;l] they operate as a democracy, Sammry explains 1hai Danny i the lncal
point when i§ comes 1o live parformance. "W look al oursahms, the heee af us
as being competent players, abways striving and working at our Endeadual
insirsments, bt Dany, 10 me, is an exceptional singer and frontman. | think
he's anguably one of the best Singars in 1S couniry.”

A MATLUIRE, HARD-WIHKIMNG BAaMDy

The Walchmen have never beaen 2 Rasour of the monthe From their 1982 debut
Ml arnFurnaceReam. b 19947 platinum A The fraag, 10 the 19496 follow-up
Brand Mew Day, and their currend album, Séeaf Badar, the band & pure while-
album-rock. Géven that the band members listen to everything from Morchegba
o Willie Nelsan, it's hard to pin them o any one sound. Whils 3 distaste fos
pEnre=MHopning and fype Ras perhaps kept tham from achieving supersiar sta-
tus, it also means they ne guaraniesd longavity

“Nobody can take away the succass 1hal we e achiswed and 1he Subiess thal
wit'fe poing to contimua to gain,” says Sammy, &5 thay wait for another phodo
sil-up, “Becduge we're doing It purselves, and nat withi the help of all the othes
kird of Bullskit k3] & there with bamds.”

"Becauss [the swooess] was such a gradual thing.™ Joey points out. *...\We
developed a real sincere and earnest rppar with owr fans. 'We have thal cone
that will abadys be thers with us”

That's ahwnys been the mandate,” Sammy adds. “Staying together, growing
writing good songs, keeping hengs exciling lor oursehves.” Their poal, he says
is to be a timeless album-rock band. “I want peophe to hawve & huge collectian ol
Waschmen Cs.'
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rasarved and cmoticonal,”
— D rummer Sammy Kohn

&g they've matwred individually, so have The Walchiren matured 3% & band
Adter 1em years, they're finally comiortable enough with themsehses — and can-
sistent enough &5 2 nd — 10 e00egt that not onky won't they always b per-
fect, but that somatimes, imperfection is prelérable

That accepiance is a huxwry borne of mamy years of inbense Sefl-criticism. Ken
remembers being termdied by the moments following his first Watchmen show
The minube this band was oftstape. he recalls, “Somebody picked up a 528 Es
and proceeded 1o crilhque every Singhe mistake ol the night, "It treaked me put
50 big-time, becawse I'd made a |01 of mistakes, and | thawght, "0h God, 1Py ne
dotng this because of me." | didn't realize at the time that this was something the
and did reguitady.”

By condrasl. Sammry poinds oud, “MNow, we come ofstage, we hase a drnk, we
ook al each ather and we 9o, Thal was pood. Next,”

The intense self-scrutiny “made for some wncomionable moments,” Joey
recalls, laughing, “|But that process| got us to that point whare we rgached a
el af conssiency lve, whare a bad night 1o us now wouldm't be noticeable by

armybady in (ke cromd; i would anly b noticaable to us

RADAR RECORDING, HOMELAMND TOURING
The new, lald-back attitude followed tham o Seatthe, where they recondad Sient
Factar al Paarl Jam bassil Stone Goszard’s Studio Litho, with prodwcer Adam
Waspar (R.EM., Soundgarden)

“The way it sort of appaars bo me i5 that aftér you hit those one oF ho Ltakes
you're |ust sort of playing 2 cover wersion of that song.” Says Samimy. “Yiou've
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Includes the first single/video
“The Set Up (You Need This)"
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“Anyrone that's goong ta go thraough
the affort of huving your G0,
Bwiying & pekat 1o your shiow,
bBuying a shurt and than wanting o
hangy aroundd Bor mn N after tha skhow
¥ e, wou Qoiie takae the pime To talk o thaerm

— it tarist Joey Serlin

to the ulira=glam MuchMusic Vided Awards. wheme — sumounded by shriek-
o cameras — they'll resentad wish the award 1or Rew
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